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referred to President Fidel Castro of Cuba. Chair-
man Arafat referred to Ambassador Dennis B.
Ross, U.S. Special Middle East Coordinator. A

tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Videotaped Remarks Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade Decision
January 22, 1998

On January 22d, we mark the 25th anniver-
sary of Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme
Court decision that affirmed every woman’s
right to choose whether and when to have a
child, and in doing so, affirmed two of our Na-
tion’s most deeply-held values, personal privacy
and family responsibility.

Over the past 25 years, Roe v. Wade has
had a major positive impact on the health and
well-being of American women and their fami-
lies. Safe, legal abortion has all but eliminated
the dangerous, clandestine conditions that
claimed too many women’s lives when the pro-
cedure was illegal.

I’m committed to keeping abortion safe, legal,
and accessible—and to making it more rare.
Over the last 5 years, we’ve led the way on
policies to prevent unintended pregnancy by
making comprehensive family planning and sex
education programs more widely available.
We’ve increased support for Title X family plan-
ning services every year in our budget. And
I’ll do so again this year.

I’ve fought to continue funding for inter-
national family planning, bringing much needed
health care to women all around the world.
Here at home, by working together with health
care professionals, community groups, schools,
and family planning agencies, we’ve made real
progress in reducing teen pregnancy. And I was
proud to sign legislation to protect the rights
Roe established by protecting women’s clinics
from violence. We have enforced that law to
its full extent.

I will continue to do everything I can to make
sure that every child in America is a wanted
child, raised in a loving, strong family. Ulti-
mately, that idea is what the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade celebrates.

Hillary and I join with all of you in com-
memorating this milestone and pledge ourselves
anew to protecting the right to choose.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on January 6 in the Cabinet
Room at the White House.

Statement on the Apprehension of Indicted War Criminal Goran Jelisic
January 22, 1998

I welcome the news that Goran Jelisic has
been detained by SFOR forces, led by American
units, in the Republika Srpska city of Bijelina.
He is now being transported to The Hague for
trial before the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia. Jelisic was indicted
by the Tribunal in 1995 for 56 counts of geno-
cide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
The SFOR forces acted according to their rules
of engagement, which authorize the apprehen-
sion of indicted war criminals when encountered

in the course of their duties. This was the third
such apprehension by SFOR forces, following
actions last July and December that resulted
in the capture of four indictees and the death
of a fifth.

I congratulate the SFOR troops who partici-
pated in this effort. The United States continues
to support fully the work of the Tribunal to
bring indicted war criminals to justice. Jelisic
will be the 23rd of 78 indictees brought to The
Hague for trial. It is important to recall that
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most of these were delivered in the last 7
months by the parties themselves. We intend
to sustain political and economic pressure to
assure continued compliance with the Dayton
accords.

We must continue this progress. Today I call
again on all parties to the Dayton accords to
fulfill their obligations to bring all indicted war
criminals to justice. Carrying out these commit-
ments is essential for advancing the work of
reconciliation in Bosnia.

Statement on Receiving the Interim Report of the Secretary of State’s
Special Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad
January 23, 1998

I welcome the report of the Committee,
which my administration established in Novem-
ber 1996 to advise us on means to combat reli-
gious persecution and intolerance abroad.

I am pleased that the Committee has recog-
nized the considerable efforts we have already
made to raise the profile of these issues and
invigorate our advocacy, and we will carefully

study the Committee’s recommendations on how
we can do more.

This distinguished group of Americans is play-
ing a critical role in our effort to promote reli-
gious freedom abroad, and we look forward to
a continued and close collaboration as the Com-
mittee prepares its final report in the months
to come.

The President’s Radio Address
January 24, 1998

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
our continuing efforts to fight fraud and abuse
in the Medicare system.

For more than 30 years, Medicare has helped
us to honor our oldest obligations to our parents
and grandparents. And since I took office, our
administration has made strengthening Medicare
one of our top priorities. The balanced budget
I signed into law last summer will extend the
life of the Medicare Trust Fund for at least
a decade. But to ensure that Medicare is as
strong in the 21st century as it has been in
the 20th, we must also do more to root out
fraud and abuse.

Medicare fraud cheats beneficiaries and tax-
payers out of billions of dollars every single year.
It undermines the strength of this vitally impor-
tant program. Since 1993, we’ve assigned more
Federal prosecutors and investigators to fight
Medicare fraud than ever before, increasing
fraud convictions by a record 240 percent. All
told, we’ve saved taxpayers over $20 billion. And
the Kennedy-Kassebaum legislation I signed into
law in 1996 has given us new resources and

tools to investigate, prosecute, and convict dis-
honest providers and medical suppliers.

On Monday, I’ll send to Congress a report
that shows just how effective those new tools
have been. I’m proud to say that in the last
year alone we’ve collected nearly a billion dollars
in fines and settlements for health care fraud.
Money that would have lined the pockets of
scam artists is now going instead to preserve
the Medicare Trust Fund and to improve health
for millions of Americans. We’ve increased pros-
ecutions for health care fraud by more than
60 percent, and we’ve stopped health care fraud
before it starts by keeping nearly twice as many
bad providers out of the system.

Now, make no mistake; Medicare fraud is a
real crime, committed by real criminals intent
on stealing from the system and cheating our
most vulnerable citizens. Let me just give you
one example.

In New York City, a Russian immigrant, be-
lieved by Federal investigators to be part of
an organized crime ring, defrauded Medicare
of $11⁄2 million by selling substandard medical
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